
U.S. Del~mem
of Trans~x.lati~/~

United State~
Coawt Guard

2100 ~ St..

CONI~M~NT INSTRUCTZON NS000.3B

SubJ: United States Coast G~ard Regulat£ons 1992

COI~TINS T HS000.3B

e

e

~, Thls £nstructlon promulgates the United States
Coast Guard Regulatlons. Coast Guard Regulations prescribe
general rules concern!ng matters of major prlncIple related
to government of the Coast Guard.

DIRECTIVES AFFECTED. Commandant Instruction M5000.3A,
"United States Coast Guard Regulations 1985" and the ten
changes thereto are superseded and cancelled.

~ Th!s publlcatlon revises the previous two-column
format into a full pagetext style. In addition, it amends
Sections 5-2-4 B. and 5-2-5 B. to requlre Area Commander
notlf~catlon upon the absence or dlsab~li%y of the District
Commander and Chief of Staff or the MLC Commander and Deputy
Commander.

~ By the authorltyvested In me by the Secretary of
Transportation, the United States Coast Guard Regulations
1992 (COHDTINST MS000.3B) are issued for the government of
all persons in the Coast Guard.

V’~Rmos-~ N~ 130
¯ f g h t | k !
3 3 1 3 1 1

27!13 11 3 6 4 4
1 1 1 1 1 1 2 1
1 1 1 1 1

1
1 1 1 1 1 1

m n o p q r ¯ t u v w x 7 z
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
2 30 1 29 I 46 1 1 1 1 6 1 2 1
1 6 1 1 1 1 l 2 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

1 1
2’ 1 1 1

NON~TANDARDDL~[IdBUTION: *B:C HLC8 (6 extra)



CHAPTER 4

THE COMMANDING OFFICER AND OFFICER IN CHARGE

PART 1

The Commanding Ol~er of Any Unlt

A. The regulations in this part apply to all �~)mm~ndhlg Of[iCel$.

4-1-2 R~pomlbHIty

IL A ~ offi .�~’..w~o. ~ from orders.or instruc/iom, or at the request of any

~w~ty and shall report imm~liatdy ti~ �ircumstanc~ to the officm- from whom

4-1-3 Organization of Commands

A. All commands and other activities of the Coast Guard shall l~ organjzed and

assiA’-gned Tlg commanding officer shall m~su~ that rig unit is operationally ready to pro’form all
duties, and shall therefore conduct exercises to attain and maintain operational

4-1-S Relationship with Executive Oggicer

A. The �ommmuli~ officer shall nomudly issuea]l orders relative to the duties of the
command and the administration of personnel through the executive officer, and shall keep the
latter informed of all policies.                                      .

4-1-~ Aids to Navigation

A. The ~~g offi.~-.r or dul.y delegated ~ve shall make eve~ effort to
observe .~. functiomng of.all aids to .na..~.S~!’on within the immediate area:of the unit. The-
~~ officer shall i~f_ orm ~ district commander by message of an~ aid to navigation
mat is round to Ue OUt of order or off station. Tlg messag~ shall indudc information as to any
corrective action taken. In addition, a report shall be made to the district connnander of any
important hydrographic information which has been obtained.

4--1 CH-2



THE COMMANDING OFFICER AND OFFICER IN CHARGE

4-1-7 Assistance

A. The commanding officer of a Coast Guard unit shall be alert to obtain, develop, and
yerify ~rts or rumors of distress. Penin,~nt information shall be promptly forwarded to the
immediate supervisor and other Coast Guard units concerned;

B-. upon re~.iving information that a vessel or aircraft is in distress within the area of
.opet~i. on of the umt, the commanding officer shall, whenever it is the appropriate duty to do so,
~ ~ ve~...l or _am~fl as s.oon as possible. These regulations, current orders and other

commanding officer m determining the extent and nature of e:~pected duty in this regard.

.... ~ .In rend.m~ing, ass’..~x~..during any distress ~ase, the �o .n~..anding officer shall aid the
~ v ..~.., o.r ~rc~ _am _~ts _~s~. _S~s ~ ~ ~ suc~h time as it is able to
saxety, or un~ such Ume as ~ther uoam imam assistance ~s no longer required.

D. When it has been.definitely .est~b. lished, either by time or ~mmslances, that persons

~a~__ ~e. n,.~ n’om reS~..ns~vi.e agencms, suc/I as l.OC~, police, military commands, etc.,
~e~ _p~m~ _ .a~..outms o~.th.e, urals. _Co_ram ~andmg officers and officers in charge shall exercise tact
anu gvoa juogement m me use of their xorees for such purposes.

4-1-8 Courts oflnquiry and Investigation

4-1-9 Economy of Command

ct,~..uy. All SUt~. ro.ma..tes snail tm requk~cl t.o ~mply ~m ~e ~ ~d m~om m~

~1-10 ~w Enfor~ment

~ ~ ~mm~ding o~r sMlh

. (1) ~me f~ili~ ~th t~e la~, mfim ~d ~iom ~h~g to ~ ~m~w~ ~ a~li~lc to the o~afiom of ~t ~t.

(2) R~u~ ~ offi~ ~d ~ offi~m who ~ l~ely to ~ ~g~ ~ ~
~~t ~iviti~ to f~il~ ~lv~ ~ la~, mfi~ ~d ~~m wM~ ~
~pH~le to the o~mtiom of ~e u~t.
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TI~ COMMANDING OFFICE~ AND OFFICI~ IN CHARGE

~.~IRef©~nc~ shall be made to Chapter 15 of these regulations in carrying out (1)
and of th~ .above.

.. (3) ~proficiez~/amongtheoffic~’sinth~�ommandinboardingandlaw

toa~e (4) Do cv.~g ~ ~� scope of. o..pea-afio~. ~ and :iastractio~ to prevent, det~

(5) Exe~ise law’ enfon:~-ment authority in such a mannm" as to eaus~ the least posm’bl¢
inconv~nlence to commea’c~ and navigation.

4-1-11 Compliance with Federal and Lo~l Law

u~t;~" snau coo~-’~� w]tB tee gesp0~ls]l:)l¢ atttllOllUcs.

4-1-1~ Df~lpilue

A. The commanding officer is ~iblc for maintaining discipline on board the unit and
tO th~ ¢nd ~aall:                                               :~

CO (2) Maintain a unit punishment book in compliance with the lV~tmy Jtmi~ ~( ~’~TM.~8~O.~ se~).

staxem(3) _Fre~... "be the mea~., by ~hich.membem .of tl~ ~ _may make any request, report, oreats to me commanding omeer tot pemonat receipt and conside~on.

4-.1-1~ Effective Orga~iz~ Forces Always Prmeut              ,

~_~ _Ly~:~.~?~ m.~o ..~..~ .series). t, .n.mm approval of any system ~ om~y elecuonk season
scm wsta me operauona, commanc~.

t~" .El. The commanding o~ccr ~ consider available shoreside resources in developingnear torce requrrements for responding to potential emergencies.

4-1-14 Safety

s~fO~og~rcy "~ .mdo~.e~. m the principles of .s~...~/and that an effective and mntinuing

4-3



THE COMMANDING OFFICER AND OFFICER IN CHARGE

4-1-15 WeB’being of Personnel

A. The commanding officer of a Coast Guard mdt ~s ~sponsiblc for the well-being of the
personnel in the command and shaH:

¯(I) Excuse from duty any person in the command who is unable to perform because of

(2) .See that proper pm~ision is made and that comforts are provided for the sick and
disabled in the �ommma£

. .cat. tin’. mvancem ..e~t to Chief Petty ~ or crossing the Equator, the International

hostile, or offensive working environment.

bY (5"). S~f. eguard the health of all personnel by ~ supervision of the sanitation of the units

ot such ~mms snau tm maoc m accomance ~ the Accounttug Manual-Comptroller Manual,
Vol I (COMDTINST M7300.4 scrim).

.(7) Au~ the issuance of_clothing and small stoi� itcm0s, necessary to their health and
...c~m..on to tnimtcd personnel held for trial, ~ not ~cziving pay and tho~ mentiomd inaoove.              .

(8) Afford optimum opportunity to the ~ for relaxation and recreation on board the unit.

¯. (9) W’.~ the limits of the command authority, grant the maximum amount of leave and

4-1-16 Training and Education

A. The commanding officer shall:

seeg to fmther tlgk knowledge in professional or other subjects.

assmance am tacflitms zor stuey to personne4 interested in such courses.

(4) Coordinate training and education througl~ the unit training officer and educational

CH-2 4-4
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THE COMMANDING OFFICER AND OFFICER IN CHARGE

services officer whose duties are described in Sections 6-12-10 and 6-12-11.

that per$o are trained m the hoisting, lowering, operating, and handling of small boats.

C. The cmmnauding officer shall ensure that all military pe~onnel assigned to the
command know and are proficient in basic f’n~t aid proc~lutcs.

D. At units where suitable facilities are available, the commanding officer shall ensure that
all personnel receive periodic, controlled instruction in swimming or drownproofing, or
lifesavin~

4-1-17 Reports of Relief

,utmtvt~on or me �ommana is ordered deta~ed from such duty, and when ~amclitions permit,
the ~~ offiee~’..,~1 require that the officer point out to the relief.:’any defeas or
.pe~ ~.l~.~.e~ ot ~ .m~...cat:nery or .equipment in that area of responu’bility, and that the of~’r and
tim.reLict mspe~, j.omtly the material, equ!pment, and records of such department or subdivision,
am ~ mmpterion of the inspection submit to the commanding officer a joint report which
shall include statements as to:.

(1) Any defects or deficiencies noted.

(2) The adequacy of the personnel assigned to the department or subdivision.

(3) The adequacy of the equipment and spare parts on hand.

(4) The condition of the files, blueprints, records, and instruction boolm pertaining to the
depm’tment or subdivision.

(5) The stat~s of transfer of the material and equipment from one officer to the other.

.(6) The facts in dispute in case of any disagreement between these officers as to the
conditions discovered.     .o

B. The rel~rt required by (A) is in addition to special reports (such as commissary,
clothing and exchange) required upon relief.

dispu’
C..In ~.e.event o.f a ..disagreement between parties, the commanding officer shall resolve all
tes ~ taltmg $uc~.. a~..on as .necessary. ~ commanding offi.eer shall furnish ¢mpie, of any

correspomence .regaining a=putea mattm to ~ parties concerned.

¯ D’. Shoul. d ~tances prevent a joint impection, the relieving officer shall make an
.msjmcn.on..an.a sutm~.-t the requ_’.m~ report within ~ days of taking charge. The commanding
otncer snail torwam a copy ot the report to tl~e omeer relieved.

4-1-18 Inspections and Audits

acco ~r~ceThe ..c9..n~n. an.ding officer shall conduct material and personnel impections of the unit in
w~tn cttrectives prescribed by the area, district or MLC commander. The

commanding officer shall require such officers as deemed necessary to assist in the impection.
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m w.~;uman~e w~m pertinent directives. In the absen~ of other instmotions, the
commanding officer, shall require a quarterly audit and the submi~on of a written repext.

by additioml examinations. Inventory vexifications may be omitted if a Co--am~andanfs internal
audit or a relieving officers inventory has been made within the fiscal year. Not more than

cling officer shall not hire any boat or vessel without authorization from
~d ~aut~.~ty, except for Tug services as authorized in section _4-2-3. When hiring has
¯ . .W~tl~t.. prior appmyal, the attendant ~ and the l~Ce agreed to be paidsnailt~ munediately reported to the appmpria~ commander.

4-1-20 Publication and Transmittal of Orders and Regulations

A. Orders frown high~ auflm~y and information affecting pen~on~l shall b~ publ~l~l

___.,vB.ed ~TI~_%�o, ,mmandi~..g .Off! ~cer shall not withh.old any o:rdcrs or ot~," c(~municalions

nmnema~my report su~ actions to the issuing authority.

~all,T~e. ~g.o.ffic~ shall ha.ve cu~t_ ..ody O.~ keys for Iocke~s or compat~ent~
stowa~---:--    - ~e    _ .     sprink~g.~. ~+ Whemt;~ ~pa~: ~ no~ spec~cal/y cteslgnated, the commanding officer shall retain these fittings.

whethe~r ~I~~.?~, _~_.r_ shall ..require t,.~.+ .t ma.~ fl ..o~ling and sprinkling valves,
~;qu~pl~u w~m tc~s, are m a conmuon mr imm~iat~ opening.

CH-2



THE COMMANDING OFFICER AND OFFICER IN CHARGE

4-1-22 Security of Classified MaUer

A. TI~ commanding officer shall:

(1) Ex ..e~." .~ control over all ..c~e,d publications and material issu~ to the �ommand, in
accordance with thv current regulations, ord¢~ and instructions.

docameat~(2) Require that regulations, ~ and instructions pcmiaiag to secarity of ¢lassifivd.material, and information ~ strictly observed.

4-1-23 Mall

accmdan~ vath the Poslal Manual (COMD’IIN~ M51!0.1 st’d~s) and the �ommunkation plan
of the district to which assigned.

4-1-24 De~t~ of Personnel

A. In the cv~m of death of any person on board the unR, th~ ~g offic=r shall:

(1) Comply with the procedures prescribed in current instructions, including:

¯ . (b) A.dm~s .~.iw ~nv~ig~ons Manual (COMDT/NST 5830.I series), if such d~ath

(2) Cause to be entered in the log the name and rank or rating of such person, stating the
time and cause of death ff known.

4-1-~ Relief of Command

A. A commanding officer about to b~ re.l~e~l of command of a unit shall:

(I) Inspect the unit in company .with the relieving officer.

quart(2) D~. onstm..te: .’.m. the.prcsep. ¢e of the relief, the proficiency of the crew at generalem ana generat drills umess circumstances make it imwacticable.

(3) Po’mt out any defects and peculiarities of the unit to the relief.

(4) Deliver to the relieving officer all unexecuted orders, all regulations and orders in force,
and all pertinent official correspondence and information concerning the unit and its personnel.

(5") Deliver to the relieving officer all documents required by these ~egulations to be kept or
supervised by the commanding officer.

(6) Deliver to the relieving officer all magazine keys and other keys kept in custody.

4-7 CH.-2



THE COMMANDING OFFICER AND OFFICER IN CHARGE

(7) Order an inventory andandit to be made of all CMS dis~buted material charged to the
unit in accordance with cun’cnt tales and instructions.

(8) Furnish to the relief a statement as to completeness of the
Prope~ P.~otd and the date of tbe last inventory.

of re ~l~)f. Submit Officer Evaluation Rcport~ or, all officers and sign all log books and note date

d~LAt the time of turning over command, call all hands to muster, read th~ orders of
and turn over command of the unit to the relieving commanding officer, who shall

read the ord~s of relief and as~mn¢ command.

B. All ceremonies and distinctions which am accorded to a commanding officer shah
�ontinne to be accorded after relief of command until tim/departure.

_. D.. When an,o. ffice.r_ordc.ted as commanding officer reports to a unit and a regularly
~fo~g~ .�o.mmanomg omcer ,s not present, the procedures prescribed in sections A.- C. shallOIIOW~L                                                                          .

E. The foregoing provisions will be applicable upon the relief of the officer in charge of
any unit.

4-1-26 Decommissioning, Disestablishment, Deactivation

. A. ~ .co~d’.mg.officer of a unit being ~’o .n~l, d~:stabfished, or dc~:tivatzd

4-1-27 Lffe Preservers

A. The commanding officer shall ensure that every boat in the comm~d is equipped with
one life preserver for each person on board.

PAGE ~ OF ~ PAGES.



THE COMMANDING OFFICER AND 0~-~’~ IN CHARGE

B. Life preservers shall be worn in boats on all occasions unless their removal is
authorized by the commanding offic~ or ~ agent.

C. Hypothermia protcctivc clothing, dry ~ and anti-cxposu~ coveralls shall be worn as
prescn’bcd in the ~ and Sun, ival Sy~...cms Manual (COMDIINST M10470.10 series).

4-1-28 Compliance With Customs, Quarantine, and Immigration Requirements

A. The ummumding officer of a ship or aircraft shalh

(1) Facilitate examinations requix~d by customs or immigration officers of the United

(4) Upon the arrival at the first port of emry in United Statc~ territory from a foreign
country, inform the collector of customs of the port dmt the vessel or aircraft is availabl© for
inspection. No articles shall be allowed to bc landed until th~ customs inspc~on has be~n

(:5) Require that ar~clcs obtaincd in a foreign port bc r~port~l to the collator of the port asr~p~z by cu~oms =sulations.
(6) Comply with the Oumant~ Regulations as set forth in Chapter 7, Medico Mamml

(CO~ M6000.1 sc~s).

¯ (7) .CooperS. with visiting health officials, whether United States or foreign, and give all

. (8) Pmln’bit contact with aport or area m-with other ships or aircraft until the px’oper healthauthoriti~ have bccn consultcd when:

(a) Doubt exists as to th~ sanitation regulations or health conditions of the port or

(b) A quamntinable condition exists aboani the vessel.

(�) Coming from a~ port ,orarea, or one actually ~ quarantine.

(9) Not conceal any conditions which my subj~:t a vessel or aircraft to quarantine.

and
(10) Immediately report to.superiors and proper health authorities any quarantinable disease
prevent all contact until pratiqu~ is received.-

(x~) _When tnmsporting United States civiliam or foreign na~.:onals, be satisfied that the
..pa~n. _get c~earm~, requirements of ~e .~m~.’gr~..’on ~ N.~ Service ~ �ompUed
f~o~m.~ ~eamnce.mr these ~ by _an mm~gration officer ~s necessary, upon an’ival from

gn ports and at the compleUon o~ movements, between any of the following: Continental
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TIlE COMMANDING OFFICER AND OFFICER IN CHARGE

IL The provisiom of A. shall not be �onsm~ to requke the dela7 of any vessel or aircnfft

4-1-30 Broadca~ of Weather and Marine Information

~ saau ~e responmme tot me broadc~ of storm warningS, weather, and marine

4-1-31 Storm Waraings

~ ~y u~ stS~uus m accomance w~m current ~rucUons.

4-1-32 Release of Weather Information

~__o2~e*n ,~. ~ ..ram its ~.~.~ groups m a.oastc function ot ~mgement.



THE COMMANDING OFFICER AND OFFICER IN CIIARGE

4--1-34 Small Boat Operations

A. The commanding officer is responsible for the sa~e operation of assigned boats.

B. The commanding officer shall ensure all boats are crewed by personnel who arecertified, in a~ce with the Boat. Crew T~aining Manual (COMDTINST M16114.9).

. .A. The commanding officer is responm’ble for ensuring that all civil rights/humanrelations issues are handled in accordance with the Military Civil Rights Manual
(COMDTINST M5350.11 series).

PART 2

The Cemmanding OEIl~r of a Ship

4-2--I Introduction

A. This part applies to the commanding officer o~ a ship.

4-2-.2 Safe Navigation

A. The commanding officer of a vessel shall be responsible for the safe navigation of that
vessel. This shall include:

(1) Utilizing all available information concerning the safe navigation of the vessel

) .   rin.g.that the  quired chain,  ling directions, noti  to and
ydrographic publications are on board and corrected to date.

inf~) Making every effort to obtain from reliable sources, foreign or otherwise all
ation that will aid in safely navigating over proposed routes or ports to be visited.

(4) Requirin~ that any errors of the compass and other devices and equipment which may
..be used in...navigat.m, g the vessel are accttrately known and properly record~ and posted at all
nines, ano mat such compasses, devices, and equipment are compensated or calibrated as
necessary,

~�~n/l~ Req~u’.~." g all officers eligible to succeed to co...nn~md to qualify and maintainency.m me operation_ _a_nd use of the devices, ineiudmg electronic devices on board, which
usca in navigation ot the vessei.

(6) Requ~g .the position of the vessel to be known at all times insofar as it is feasible to
~ .so by the .util.izat.ion of navigational methods, devices, and equipment in ~ with the
higttest standar~ oz navigation and seamanship.

be (7) Having the anchors xrad~, for letting go when the depth of water is such that they mayused for me prevention or minimization of grounding or collision.

(8) At the time of anchoring, having necessary beatings, angles, and distances taken to

4-11 CH-2



THE COMMANDING OFFICER AND OFFICER IN CHARGE

anchorcd at a place not surveyed have, ff practicable, thc d~th of water and chan~ of the
bottom ~to a distance from the anchor of at lcast one and one-half times the radius of
the ship’s swinging circle, and have the results entered in the log. It shall also include insuring
that reasonable pr~:autions to maintain the safety and security of the vessel while at anchor ~

(9) Stationing at least one lookout in the bow as far forward and as near the water as
feasiblewhen:

during periods o~ low vista.

(10) ~ wb~ stationing these lookouts that:

(a) they are proficient in their duties,

(b) spec~ condi~=s have been ~

(c) restdts to be accomplished have been addressed,

(d) physical limitations of personnel have been accounted for. "

(11) Taking special care that navigational lights r~luired by the rides of the goad are
propedy displayed, except when the suspension of the display is authorized by competent

(12) T ..a~g. special cm’e that all precautkms required by the applicable law aad regulations

the(13) Immediately before leaving, and as soon as practicable aftcr entering pen, requiringnavigator to ascertain the draft of the ship, forward and aft, and entering it in the log.

(14) gr~ing a night order book, when the vessel is at sea, mntaining standing orders and
all other orde~ affecting the navigation and operation of the vessel. When the vessel is in port, a
similar book shall be kept in which are entered all important orders given by the commanding or
executive officer to the officer of the deck.

(15) Ruquir~ the us~ of radar wlgn tha vessel is ~y in or near areas of ra~:ed ¯
visibility, or when it is nect~ for tl~ safety of the vesscl.

4-2.-3 Pilotage and Tug Services

A. The commanding officer may employ pilots whenever ~. A pilot is merely an
advisor to the commanding offic~ and the pilot’s wesen~ ~ not relieve the commanding
officer or any sulmrdinates from their responsibilities. For exception to thc provisions of this
section, see rule 30, suppl=e~, ent 29, "Rules and Regulations Covering Navigation of the Panama
Canal and Adjac~t Waters which dire(~ that the pilot assigned to a ve~el in those waters shall
have control of the navigation and movement of the vessel, and sgx:tion 3-1-6 C.
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THE COMMANDING OFFICER AND OFFICER IN CHARGE

B. The commanding officer may employ tugs whenever necessary. Whenever the use of a
tug is contemplated, the commanding offc~ should consult with the tug company, tug master or
qualified pilot concerning the use of the tug.            "

4-2-4 Hydrographic Data

. A. Acommandingoffcershallrepovttmimown, inaccurate or inadequate cJuu-t, coast
pilot, hydrographic, meteorologk: and oceanographic data which is discovexcd o~ noticed.

in~(.1) Reports shall be made directly to the Federal agency normally publishing suchon for ti~ area. -

axcas~)e When the t~ynsible Federal agency is not known o~ when the information pextaim to
yond the jm’isdi~on of the United States, relm~ shall be made directly to the U. S.

Naval Oceanographic Office, Bay St. Louis, National Space Technology Laboratories (NSI’L),
l~assissippi 39522-5001. Appropriate repott flmm shall be used when available.

(1) Soundings, including the date and time taken and whether or not they have been
w.duced to a partioJlar tef~ence datum.

(2) Sexlant angles, which should be taken between prominent, charted, fixed objects o~, if
that is not pox’bit, the position of objects used should be stated.

(3) Bearings, which should be stated in degrees true.

(4) A general statement as to the method of position detmninafion.

(~ TI~ construction of charts when n~cessary for amplification.

A. Unless otherwise directed, the commanding offce~ of a ship under way shall proceed
immediately towa~ the scene o~ any repotted distress within the xange of operation. Such

Ik The co _remanding offic~ of a ship in port shall maintain tt~ ship in such a stme of
~ as may be requin:d by cuum ordm and instm~om, hu~t wh= orde~ or
anthorizcd m to ~ the ~ offcer shall ~ as soon as pos~’ble, to the

o~ oepartore, and thereatler xeep such superior aov~seo or au movements and actions.

C. In rendering aid, the commanding officer shall use sotmd disaedon and shall not
uonecessa~y jeopardize the vessel or the lives of tbe personnel assigned to it.

D. Emergency assistance shall be rendered to vessels or ain:mft of a foreign state at
with tl~ United States.

thoug~ I~. giving assi.stan~e,, the co .mmandi~n~g officer shall not interfere with private entexprise,assistance may Ce g~ven to private efforts, and shall do so when necessary. The
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THE COMMANDING OFFICER AND OFFICER IN CHARGE

~mand~officer shall use the vesse! for towin~ private craft only in cases of ©mcr~mcy or
th¢~ is no sufficient assisumcc at hami; however, private_ �~ shall nott~

permitted to take undue advantage of a master or operator whose vessel is "m distress.      "

person is qualified for stw.h d~ty.                                       ’

Cutter’s Lo~

A. The commanding officer shall inspect the log daily for any inaccuracies or omissions,
and shall then approve and sig~ the log after all necessary corre..ctions have been made.

4-2-8 Destruction of Vessel

A. In the event of shipwreck or other serious disastzr, the commanding offlczr shall:

(1) Without endangering life, keep the offices and crew aboard the vestal as long as
necessary.

(2) Make every reasonable effort to save th~ logbook, pe~’sonn¢l list, and otl~r valuabl©
papzrs. Ew-ry effort should be mad~ to save as much gov©mment ~ as possible.

possi(~31) When it becomes necessmy to abandon ship, bz thz last pzrson to leave and tag© all
� ~ to protect the’survivors and such govcrmncnt ~ as has been saved.

Make a detail~l report of the c~ to th¢ C0mm~mdant as soon as possible.

4--2-9 Visits to Foreign Territory

A. The commanding officer of a vessel intending to visit a foreign port shall:

(1) Submit m:luests for such visits in accordance with cun~t insUuctions.
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THE COMMANDING OFFICER ~ OFFICER IN CHA~GE

(2) ~ the event of an em~ ntmessitatin$ entry into a for~.~n port or foreign territorial
watc~ without prior arrangements and offer than pursuant to inslructions governing entry for.
Search and Rescue purpos~ notify by messa~, information Ce~nand~t.(G-O), the local
United States Consular Officer, or, if no consular officer is stationed in the port of entry, the
United States Emba~ in the country to be visited.

visits,lL In view of tim diplomatic arraugtm~nts ~ to obtain authorization for foreign
th, �ommamiing offictr shall not canc, l or modify any such ~d visits aft~

to camel a for~gn visit or whtn a chango of itinmaty occurs after �learanc~ has beam obtaitmd,
notificati~ of such cancellation or chan~ shall b, ma~ as in Section 4-2-9A(2).

C. The commandin__.g officer of a Coast Guard vessel ~ntendin~ to visit a United States
Naval Station or Base lo~ated in foreign ttaritory shall obtain permission from the opemtion~
commander and shall indude the Connnand~ Naval Station o~ Base as information addressee ca
the movemem r~port. No diploma� c/eara~ is required.

4-2-10 Relationships in Forejgn Ten-itory Por/s

A. When in foreign ports th~ commanding officzr shall:         ~’ "

(1) As a g~a’al rule communicate with local civil officials and foreign diplomatic and
consular authorities through ~ Unit~! States consular or diplomatic r~ptts~tatives.

¯ authority.

(3) Not land an armed force in foreign territory for target practice, funeral escort, .or other
~ without permission from the local authorities.

shots(4) Not conduct target practice within foreign territorial waters o’r at aay point from whichmight land therein without permission.

. (5) Not permit a foreign ctmoms officer or any other person of a foreign state to search or ¯me any examination whatsoever on board the vessel or boats nor permit any personnel to be
taken from the vessel or boats.

(6) Preserve cordial relat~_’ons with the United States ~es in foreign �~ntries to
the extent possible, and extend to them the hono~ salutes, and other official courtesies to which
they are entitled.                                                -.

(7) Carefully consider any communications or any request for service from a U~ted States
representative.

(9) .If the vesse!, leaves.a fo~ign .pgrt without pa.ying, all obligations incm-r~ certify to the
local Umted States diplomauc or consular representative the name of the vendor, the type of
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The _commanding officer of a cutter may ~ pesscn~ or guests abo~d for
transpoz~on only unde~ ~he following

me s~m¢ oay.) wne~ever a vesse~ may ~ oclaye~ o~ diverted wmie ~ am onooam, mc
~ officer shall Wnmedia~ly provide h~rmafion about the pass~gers to the n~xt

B. The �ommnnd~ng o~ shall not:

(1) ~ any passcngcr in ti~ wardroom whose prcscncc is not a~reeable to the
wardroom ofl~:�~ Pcnnane~My ~signed offices shall not 1)~ required to vacate their quarters
to accommodate pass~.rs or pcrsom m t~rd for temporary duty.

Tramp0mtion of deprnd~ts may b~ authoriz~ by rig ar~a or district commanc~ provkbd
ordinary m~am of transportation ar~ not available and the conditions set forth in subsection 4-2-
11A(3) ar~ m~t.
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4--2-12 Construction and Repalr

.~nnm. a~. omg omcer may maxc .~e,�~a~n. enoauons m ~ with tl~ czm’~ talcs and

~ .mmerg._omg ,o.v..~..~,~-pmr. _vp~.. am.vm.at .a sh~y.ard, ~ _mmmanding o~cer sUaU

(2) Wh~ th~ yard involved is tl~ Coast Cmanl Yard, ~:~t tl~ facts to tl~ �2ommm~
via tl~ commanding officer of the yard.

4-2-1’3 Drydoeking

cn m umergomg overlmul or availability at a coast Gumd, naval station o~ other ship repair
facility to request such services as are necessary to ensure the safety of the ship.

~~ hea~ a cu _ne_~ not_ under its own power is being moved by the dire~on of the       "
.ore. �~_.ot .tge ~ Guard Yard, ~g office~ of a naval station or opermoro~z a...s;n~p~ x~ur~_~a~_ty;;,~_.t o _.n~er. or �ontr,..or s .lmll" .be .n~sponstble.for any .�l~n~.~e that my

¯ ,~. ¯ .~©uu .m. ,.~.pum or ou~ peach aemgnatea ~ the purpose shall be in direct c, hm-ge of

Imscnom uy ~oast Guard dircc~. ~                           ---"

r..snau oe may .x~pom~.e mr tl~ movemem ot th~ vessel while ~ v~l ~ ~

m ~ ~ ~ a~g s~ ~e ~~ f~ ~ ~~t of ~ v~l wh~

4-2-14 Report of Relief of Engineer Ol~eer

A. In addition to those requirements of Section 4-1-18, upon the relief of the engineer
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officer, the commanding officer shall require:

(b) Comment as to any immediate repairs considered necessary.

(�) The exmdiaon o~ machinery history, madauuy ind~ and tuning ships

mn~B. The mmmanding office~ shall send the z,~po~t to the appropdme MLC via the chain of

4-2-15 Ship lhndling

. A. The commandingoffieer shall be n:spomible ~or all maneuvers of the vessel .and. shall,if necessazy, dizect the officer handling the vessel. The commanding officer shall, if it ts deemed
~ or desirable, penonally handle the ship. The commanding otficer shall inform the
omcer of the deck of such intentions and establish a dear undezstaading as to the times for relief

~ .oop.. ~ ~ .mm~.~ om~.sh~U as o~ ~ pos~bte enu~ ~ ~,,,ui,g o~ a~.au~mg tm.pmm~.t_cvolut~ons to me executive omcer and shall also a~.ord hcquent
oppomm~ to omer omcers to acqube and improve their skill in ship handli~

4-2-1~ Lifeboats and LIfe Rings

A. The mmmandi~ officer shalh

(I) When the vessel is at sea, and sea and weather conditions pen~i.’t, ensure that at least

decision as to when conditions ma~e st tmpntctent to rig out lifeboats. It m not ezpe~ed that
lifeboats will be rigged out when conditions endanger their seaworthiness.

(2) When the vessel is in port, ensm¢ that a properly equipped boat is available for
immediate use.

(a) in good concUtion,
(b) equipped with means of lighting at night and during p~ods ~,f low visibility.

(c) painted with the vessel~ name,

(d) readily accessible, and

(e) available for immediate use. "I’ney shall be placed at each quarter, on the outboard
sides of the bridge, and wherever else they are needed or required.



4-2-17 Incurring Unusual Expenses

A. In case of stranding or other ©v~ts involving the saf~y of fig vessel and its personnel,
tI~ ~ommanding officer may incur ~ expense necessary for the prot~:fion of the vess~l and its
crew. The commanding office., shall nnm~diat~ly report his action, giviu~ an estimate of
probable cost, to tho~ ~le for ~ v.~sscls
mailed as soon as .lX~m._ .’b!¢. This authority ~s to be utilized only m cases of great urgency, that is,
when the de~a. y in obtaining authorization would jeopardize the safety of the ship or the lives of
its pcrsoxm¢l, or ~ntail �onsidcrabl~ additional

B. The commanding officer shall not incur wharfag© expenses without authority f~n the

reported immediately to the area or district commander.

4-2-18 Prospective Commanding Officer

A. An officer assigned as a prospect© _cmmnan_ ding officer of a vessel which is not yet in
commission shall not have.the independent authority of a commanding officer until the vessel is
connnissioned and u-ansferred to the command. The prospective commanding officer shall:

.(1) .Upon reporting f.o.r such duty, procure th~ detailed plaus of the ,vessel and all the
l~tmcnt information relative to tl~ ~ condition of the vessel and t~� work being
undcrtak~ on the hull, machinery, and equipment.

(2) Inspect the vessel as soon after reporting as practicable, and frequently thereafter, in
order to keep informed of the state of its preparation for service.

(3) Make n~ and required recommendations to the proper authority.

(4) Requisition tho~ unsupplicd materials which arc required to properly outfit the vessel.

(5) Make ncccssary plans for the .as~mption of command and the immediate organization
of th~ vessel.

(6) IVlalm required ~1 and. material reports noting any deficiencies.

.B... If ~_e prosper. "ve m,~...d~ng officer does not consider the vessel to b~ in prol~
condiuon to tg conumssdoncd, a written report shall bc prepared and forwarded via official
chan~ls to th~ Commandant.

4-2-.1~ Preparing Vessel for Sea After Commissioning

, A. In preparing_the vessel for sea after its �ommi~oning, the commanding officer shallcnaeavor to correct all personnel shortfalls and material deficiencies.

B. Prior to the vessel’s departure for duty at sea, the �ommandi~ offic~ shall ensure that
all personnel have been properly organized, stationed, and trained to effectively handle those
emergencies which may arise during the normal course of operations.
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4-2-20 Trials and Tacflc~! Dat~

A. TI~ commanding officer of a newly commissioned vessel shall:

ess~ avr~nmne me manetrvermg characteristics and tactical data of the vessel. As a minimum
the following tactical data shall be posted on the bridge:

(a) Shaft RPM vers~ speed tables.

speed~) ~ the length of time the vessel can remain at sea under full power and lesser
and other varying operational conditions.

(3) Cm~lnct othe~ necessary trials and tests of the vessel and its equipment.

ap~(4), tForward a report of the results of all tests and trials to the Commandant via the¯ chain of command.

B. The connnanding officer of every vessel shall ensure that the record of the performance
of the vessel is accurately maintained. Any error, omissions or changes in the original data
obtained under (A) shah be reported to the Commandant via the appropriate chain of command.

. C. The commanding officer of every vessel shall conduct ~ power trials and such othertrials or tests as prescn’bed by ctwrent ~ves.

4--2-.21 Obslruetlem to Navigation

ag ~ents, are.a, umo.~ ~ law ~o taXe acuon wl~en the navigable waters or the United States are
enoangerea oy oUstructions. However, the removal and disposal of obstructions are subject to

~n~Cti .ons.which .are de~i. "gned to protect l~3perty .fights. In an emergency the Secretary
y .or aem~ agems may ~e or aestroy obstructions so as to immediately ctear
oc~ or nav~game water. (33 U.S.C. 414, 415).

C. If ci~mnstances permit, the con.nn..anding officer of a vessel locating or sighting any
floating obstruction to navigation of no obvious value should deslroy, beach, or take into po~
such obstruction. Extreme care should be exercised so that destm~tion does not leave sunken orfl .o~..t~..wrec~. e. yhich would.be.a" m..enace to navigation. If the destruction is to take place

w]mm me nav~gaole wa~ers or me umted States, the district cogineer shall be contacted before
final actio~ is taken. (14 U.S.C. 88)



D. A wreck or other sunken obstruction which constitutes a menace to navigation shall be
marked in accordance with current instructions.

¯ E:.. The ~ o~cer of a. cu.W~r locating or sighting any obsUu~on on the high
~ w_lh~ .co~tes a ~ to n~.vl, gation s..~l .re~xn’t. the pos~ti.on and description of such
ol~zuctUm to the commander ¢xe~smg operational control over the cutter. The report shag
include action taken or zecommendations of the commanding officer. When the obstruction
presents no immediate darter, the commander exercising operational control over the cutter
shall detennine whether destruction or removal is necessazy for th¢ protection of navigation;
before maldng a determination, the operational commander should ascertain ownership and

should be taken so that destruction does not leave sunken or floating wreckage which would be
menace to navi~ttion. (14 U.$.C. 88)

..... F.,~ ~ ~g offk~ of a vessel which ~es any operation under (B) and
oosu-ucmm ~s ocacu~ or ~’~roym w~mm the navi~abl© watet~ of the United Sta~cs, th© report

..~ng~n..e~. _u~.Anny. tae~ shaft .s~at_e the obs¢~_ .cd conditions of the object, its location,

.me oepm of the water over me object, and the stage of the water at the time of obsev,,ation.

G. Refloating a stranded vessel does not come within the purview of this section.

PART 3

The Oflker In Charge (OIC)

4-3-1 Definition

A. The officer in charge of a unit (except Marine Inspection) shall be the
no.~ .nco~niss_ " ioned warrant officer, petty officer, or civilian employee assigned to command the
umt by C0mm~,n_~ area, district or IVlLC commander.

B. The term "commanding office.r" as used in this part shall mean the commissioned
of:ricer who:

(D is immediately superior to the OIC and

. (2). has t¥.. authority to exercise those powers of authority which the OIC is not authoriz~
¯ ~o cx¢rclse ~

(3) is respons~le for the general supervision, di~on, and inspection of the OIC’s unit.

Where there.is .no group or section ~der, the area, district or MLC commander shall
the commanding officer. The officer m charge, Marine Inspection, is a commanding officer.

4-3-2 Authority and Responsibilities

A. _The.~.ty.and reslx~. !bility of an OIC .con’esp~n. ds to that of a commanding
officer, rro~ of mese regulations and of other instructions pertainm" g to commanding
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mm~ea. ~n¢ aumomy aria n:sP0~bility of an OIC shall be adeq~ ~o penm~ full utilization of
the capabilities of the unit.

4-3-;3 Li~tatious of Authority

(1) Convem courts-martial or courts of inquhT, or boards of investigation other than IcUcr

(:2) Eff~ adv--.emend, changes, or m:l~ons in rate of ~ pemmn©l.

~ (3) ~ oaths, except that an officer in charge who is a wan’ant officer or enlisted
person may administ~ certain oaths as prcscn’bcd in Section 7-1-8.

specm y aumonz~ m oo so by the Commandm~ art.a, district or MLC commander:

contracts for cnfistmcnt, recnlis~ent, and voluntary extension of enlistment, whenever sm’v

.... B... A .mili..tary offi.�~r, in .c~. g~. my _ira_ _p~se ..~.~ ~ent upon ©nlisted persons assigned to
~ u~...u~r_me _pro.v~. o~s_ o~ m~.~¢ 15..o.t the .U .ni~. o~. ~ Cod~ o~Military ~ustic¢ toaumo~w.~ oy ~art 1 o~ ~� Coast Gtmrd Military Justice Manual (COMDTI~$T M5810.1

4-3-4 Reporting Breaches of Discipline

A. Brr.aches of discipline shall be r~ferr~�! to th~ commanding officer when:

(1) The OIC is a civilian, or

(2) Th~ military OIC is not authorized to impose non-judicial punishment, or

IL The offic~ in charge shall report known serious offenses and repeated minor offenses
to the commanding officer so that appropriate disciplinary.action may be taken.

4-3-5 lnvestil~tions

A. TI~ OIC ~ abide by tl~ provisions contah~d in se~ion 4-~-8.

I
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4-3-6 Law Eafonemeat

A. The O.IC shall abide by the provisions �ontaiued in section 4-1-10; and, in addition,
promptly inform the commanding officer concerning any known or suspected violations of

4-3--7 Compliance with Civil Laws

.A/ Tim officer in ~ shall xv, quir¢ strict .com.pl.iancc by pm’sonn~l with federal, state and
.mumcipal.laws an.d zegu[_~.’ons, and shall �~:rate with the rcsponm"ole civil authoritic~ to
msum _such compliance. ~owcvcr, rclcasc of a person to the custody of such authorities shall
occur only when so oa~iered by the commanding officer, and said commanding officer shall be
kept informed of any such incidents.

4-3-8 Aids to Navi~tlea

...mnng o~ ~ m~ to navigation within the nnmediate area of th~ -nit. The OIC shall infonn

ma ~s xomul to be Out ox omer or o~stauon; mtonnabon as to any corrective ac~on taken shall
be included. The OIC shall also report any important hydrographic or navigational information
obtained.

t~:ncc~s._m+.clmrg¢ ~ a~o ~ tlmat ~ .r~-port to them or their delegated
repxcsenmuves any md to navigation that xs found to be out of order or offstation; coxswains
shall also report any corrective actions taken.

4--3-9 Authority of Civilian OIC

4-3-10 Commanding Ol1"Icers of MSOs and MIOs J

A. All provision~ of this chapter apply.to �omma~ office~s of Marine Safety Offices
and Marine Inspccti~ O£fices.

4-3-11 OIC of a Vessel

,4,. ~ duties whi~ are r~quirvd by tbe~ r~ula~ions and othvr instructions to be
p~f. or~.., y ~ com~._aud~. S officer of a vessel shall also I~.perform¢d by the OIC of a vessel
umess m.e ~ttter ~....Sl~.. c113..�~ll, y ~e.~._en~.pte~l.. ~ .f.ollo~_" .S paragraphs Of this section prescribe the
e~..~ or. _resl~on~_ _b~flity or me u£~ zor ~ose 0uties of the commanding officer assigned in
sections 4-2-2, 4--2-4, 4-2-5, 4-2-7, and 4-2-8.
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B. The OIC is rcsponsfl)Ic for the safe na .vigafion of the vessel, and tlm~for~ shall:

(1) Maintain on board and~ to dat~ th© neces~ charts, light lists, tid¢ tables, and
other hydrographic publications covc~.n~ tl~ area of operation of the v~l.

¯ (2) Study and ol~-rv~ the local weather, currents, landmarks, etc., and acquire intimate
knowledge of the area of operation.

and (3.) By ~� ~ o.f ra~.es and oth~ .my.am, ke~ informed at all thne~ of ~rrors in compa~omer navzganonal ¢qmpment, maintain a record of tho~ errors, and’take tho~ ~"
necessaW to ensure tl~ compensation and calibration of ti~ navigational equipment.

(5) Maintaiaadatabook fortl~vcsseL Thisbook shallinclud~:

(d) information helpful to dead :eckoning navigation.

vcm ~ums~ons ann mncr acctaents on any waters are ooservm.

C. The OIC shall:

(1) R..q~rt t.o tl~..~a~.." g officer..u~kn.o~_ inaccmat¢ or inadequate chart, coast pilot,
yarograpmc, mcteorotolcc an~ oceanographic data discovered or noticed.

(2) Repo~ required by (1) shall contain, if practicable:

reducecl(a) Soundings, including the data and time taken and whether or not they have beento a particular reference datum..

or, ~ mat m not possible, the portion of objects used should be stated.

(¢) Bearings, which should be stated in degrees true.

(d) A general statement as to the.method of position determination.

(e) The consma:tion of charts when necessary for amplification.

D. The OIC Shall:

(1) Be alert to obtain, develop, and verify reports or rumors of distress. The OIC shall

CH-2 4-24



COMMANDING OFFICER ~ OFFICER IN CItARGE

promptly inform the commanding officer and others concerned of any such information

~ me scene oz any reported ~ within the area o[ or~ration, and shall nromntlvthe commanding officer of this action.               -- --       "-----’--~

,.~.)_.~..Wh__e~e~ve~,._! is ~ ,port,..lnaintain the,.vess~._’m the state of readiness required by the
~~ .~. ~-~._r-~.~l~. when me commanamg omcer has ordered or authorized the OI¢
wi~,..m_~ ~ ~I� s..hall .proc~. ~,as soon as ,l~tS. ible, to the scene of any reported distresstam ma~ area ox operauon, ~eepmg me commanomg officer informed of all action taken.

(4) In rendering assistance, use sound discretion and shall not ~y jeopardize the
vessel or the lives of the personnel.

E. In the event of shi-~ or other serious disaster, the OIC shall:

(1) Without endangering lift:, keep the crew aboard the vessel as. long as necessary.
o

(2) Make every reasonable effort to save the logbook, valuable papers and as much other
government property as possible.

(3) When it becomes necessary to abandon the vessel, be the last person to leave and take
all possible precautions to protect the survivors and such government property as has been saved.

¯ (~4) Communicate with the nearest Coast Guard command as soon as possible and request
suca instructions and assistance as requin~L

positi(5) If the w~ck constitutes a menace to navigation, take action to expeditea marking of theon of the wreck.

(6) Make a detailed report of the circumstances to the commanding officer as soon as
practicable.              ..

and F._ The ~ in chang..e is responsible to the commanding officer for the safety, healthwelfare of the pe~umne~ m the command. The OIC shall:

(1.) ~ .t~ ~ safe_ty orders and "..n~’tru.ctions applicable to the vessel and its equipment
are on ooam, aria ~ood and observed by the personnel.
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the (2) ,S.tri.ctly requke that ~e performance of all duties and work pe~ormcd on board or byvesse~ xs m accordance with. the highest standards of safety and seamanship.

(3) Safeguard the health of the crew by careful att~tion to the sanitation of the vessel.

¯ .(4) Excuse from _duW any member of the crew who is unable to perform because of illnessor injury, and inform the commanding officer of the circumstances.

(5). Within the limits of authority, grant the maximum amount of libe~y consistent with

(6) Enmn~ that all boats are properly equipped and not loaded beyond capacity.


